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82nd. Throughont the extensive countries which have been
described in the preceding pages, the calamitous results at-
tending the extension of Burmese influence, and the wither-
ing effects of their sway, have- been shewn in the general
Desertion of their inhabitants, and the consequent return to
waste of vast tracts which had been before remarkable for
their productive fertility.     From Assim, Muneepoor, and
Arracan, emigrations took place to an extent scarcely credible,
occasioned either by the cruelties ef these ruthless invaders,
or the scarcely less injurious conduct of their own princes,
by whom the Burmahs were not uuirequeatly called in to the
support of a disloyal faction ; and when we were at length
forced into unwilling collision with these barbarian neigh-
bours, the several countries indicated had been reduced to the
lowest ebb of misery and desertion: a large proportion of
the inhabitants, who had not been able to effect their escape
into our territories, were carried off to a state of hopeless and
perpetual slavery, and if incapacitated by sickness, or the
weakness of extreme age or youth, from keeping pace with
their merciless custodians, they were either left to perish on
the roads, or were goaded onwards until their sufferings ter-
minated in death; the few who still clung with despairing
attachment to their native country, were subjected to every
species of oppressive cruelty and extortion, which men unin-
fluenced by the restraints of moral principle were capable of
devising, and from these long protracted horrors, they were
only rescued by the result of a contest which has permanently
crippled the Burmese power of aggression.

83rd. If we compare the existing condition of these states,
with that in which we found them when reluctantly forced
to admit them within the pale of the British Indian domini-
ons, the Teailt can hardly fail to be gratifying to every genu-
ine philantteopist. In each, a considerable accession is daily
making to its long exiled population; villages are rapidly
rising in every direction ; cultivation is extending to tracts,
which for years had been untouched by the plough: the reve-
nue in all shews a steady and permanent increase, and their
commerce is proved to have been annually becoming more